


THE NEED FOR PARTNERSHIP

(Richard Reeve)

During March and May, Crosslinks
mission partner, Richard Reeve, visited
churches in Northern & Southern
Ireland, to talk about the work he has
undertaken, with his wife, Bianca,
in Mozambique. Here he tells us
about that work and his plans for the
future.

We have been working in Mozambique
since April 2002. Since April 2005 we
have been working with a church called the
Igreja Reformada (IRM). We have focussed
on community bible studies, one-to-one
discipleship, and small business training.

The community bible studies have been a
means of outreach, and a way to encourage
the participation of congregation members
in applying the bible to their lives. A
Bible study in Mozambique is not half as
intimidating to non-Christians as it might
be to people in the West. Church members
were able, very naturally, to invite friends,
neighbours and relatives to come along. We
would pitch the studies according to the
make-up of the group, taking everything
from a basic presentation of what it means
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to be a disciple of Jesus, to analysing
the positive and negative dimensions of
traditional medicine in Mozambique.

These groups addressed an inclination in
the Mozambican church to let the Pastor do
everything. Instead of the Pastor reading,
interpreting, and then attempting to apply
the bible on behalf of all present, these
studies enabled the group members to
participate. We would break into twos,
so no one felt too self-conscious to talk
about what they had understood a passage
to mean, or how they might apply it.
We encouraged others to have a go at
leading a bible study. This meant a big time
investment in training from me, or Pastor
Paulo, with whom | was working. There is
much to thank God for in the development
of these study groups. Un-churched people
came into the church in the city, and other
Christian group members became study
leaders.

There were setbacks. Sometimes it would
seem that we were maturing as group,
then something would happen. Two studies
didn’t happen, over consecutive weeks, as
children in the neighbourhood had died,
or been killed, with some community
members blaming others for having been



involved in sorcery leading to the deaths.
Often few or no members would attend
studies simply because they had decided to
do something else but didn't communicate
this. This reason was the most common
and despite its mundane nature — coping
with this has been an enormous challenge
to working in Mozambique.

Bianca worked to introduce a one-to-
one discipleship programme for the city
fellowship and with a few individuals in
other IRM fellowships. This was a six-week
course in which each “disciple” meets with
their “discipler” to discuss bible reading
they have undertaken on what it means
to relate to Father, Son, Holy Spirit, and
fellow man, as a follower of Jesus. The
course requires lots of study and prayer by
the person being discipled. The biggest joy,
which is the whole point, was to see the
Mozambicans we had discipled go on to
disciple other Mozambicans.

A third area we had worked on was the
provision of small business training. |,
with four Mozambican colleagues, ran
four courses, nine Saturdays long, helping
local people with small businesses. Each
Saturday was split into 3 sessions. The
first two would cover technical aspects of
business, such as how loans work, and how
to fix your prices. The third session each
week was a Bible-based moral session on
what it means to do business that is right,
in the eyes of God. So, we would study

integrity or perseverance, for example. As
we had non-Christians, including a number
of Muslims, doing the course, alongside
Christians from the IRM and other local
churches, it was great to see everyone
reading the bible together.

We are looking to return to Mozambique,
but this time to work beyond Maputo city.
We will remain Crosslinks mission partners,
and plan to be seconded to an organisation
in Mozambique called One Challenge (OC).
With OC we would take what we have
learned through previous work in Maputo,
to areas throughout Mozambique. OC
provide Bible-based workshops on themes
that the national Church leadership have
identified as critical.

Following times of national crisis, and
subsequent international assistance, a
culture of dependency upon foreign
resources permeates Mozambican society.

“There is much to thank God for in the development

of these study groups. Un-churched people came

into the church in the city, and other Christian

group members became study leaders.”
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The Church is not exempt. | have been
researching churches which have achieved
economic independence and will make the
findings available to Pastors wanting to do
the same. The goal for this work is that
local churches will be able to pay their own
pastor and resource local mission. gt =

As | write, we are on home leave, trying
to increase our support-base. Maputo is
quite an expensive place to live, added to
which my travel for work (mostly flights
throughout Mozambique) would increase
greatly. I will also set up an office with OC.
If sufficient funding towards our work is
pledged to Crosslinks during June, we
will then make the decision to return to
Mozambique in August.

The Reeve family is currently in partnership with St. Comgall’s in Bangor,
St Augustine’s Londonderry and St Mary and St Matthew Dublin. If any
individuals or parishes would like to partner with the Reeves in the Lord’s
work in Mozambique please contact the office.

Partnership ACROSS THE NATIONS

2 months ago | got a call from my brother in law asking, “Sam | have 250 computers,
can Crosslinks use them?” | contacted Tim Wambunya, Crosslinks Mission Partner in
Kenya, and Tim said that he would take them for Carlile College. Now how were we
going to find the £2,000 to send them? | was writing a group e-mail to some friends
and just mentioned in passing that we were putting together a container. Someone in
Japan translated my email into Japanese and put it in a magazine for Japanese people
living in Australia. A Japanese Christian lady in Tokyo read the one line in the article that
mentioned the computers and contacted the office with an offer to pay for the shipment
of the computers. From Northern Ireland to Kenya to Australia to Japan! What a great
example of how God's people cross borders to partner for the Gospel.
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PARTNERSHIP THROUGH

DOING MISSION TOGETHER

Rev. David Morrow KENYA

David is the rector of Tobermore and has had a keen interest in Mission over the years.
David heads to Kenya from June 23rd for 3 weeks to work alongside Tim Wambunya
at Carlile College.

Julie McAfee JAPAN

Julie is presently a student at Belfast Bible College. She has already spent
some time in Japan teaching English but will return to Osaka, Tokyo

and Yonezawa in the summer for 6 weeks. During that time she will be
teaching English, visiting churches and studying about Hikikomori ( a
social withdrawal syndrome that affects 1 in 10 Japanese males)

Kenny Clements and Michael Hendron ETHIOPIA

Kenny and Michael are both students who spent 3 weeks with a
Challenge Team from Ballinderry to Ethiopia in 2006. Kenny and Michael
will both be working with Karen Salmon at the Youth Centre in Mekelle
for 2 months in the summer.

SMILE Team SERBIA

Andy and Gary will lead a group of 6 young adults to Serbia in July/

August to work alongside Mission Partners Rob and Trish MacCurrach

and Chris and Lotta Strajnic. The group will be involved in English
teaching, friendship evangelism and encouraging local Christians. u'lu

CHALLENGE Team ETHIOPIA

¥ 15 members of Ballinderry parish and one member from Rossorry Parish are

| off to Mekelle for 2 weeks to work alongside Karen Salmon. The group will

| be involved with teaching the Bible to kids, taking church services, working
at a Youth Centre and encouraging local Christians.

CAMPS

Crosslinks camps will be running this summer. The Junior Camp will be
running at Kilbrony, with a team lead by Geoff and Karen Haugh. The
Senior Camp will be at Greenhill in Newcastle, with a team lead by Phil
Howe and Sarah Pedlow. In addition to the teams of dedicated leaders
from churches across Ireland, we will also be training future leaders and |

working with a team from Australia.

These groups would appreciate your prayers over the summer.
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Enduring

Mission in any
given place is
not like an old
coat that we
throw off when
we become tired
of it. Nor is it a
fad that we
move in and out
of. Partnership
with the local church may involve
an enduring commitment of many
years. In this article Crosslinks General
Secretary Andy Lines outlines Crosslinks
enduring past and present commitment
in Burma/Myanmar.

BCMS sent early missionaries to Burma in
the early 1920s and these built up to more
than 50 before World War Two's invasion
in early 1942 by the Japanese. Work
began under the Bishop of Rangoon in the
Northern part of Burma in the area of the
border with China. A mission station was
set up in Mohnyin and work begun with
the local Kachin peoples (also known as
Jingpaws) and with Shan peoples in places
such as Bilumyo. Other work expanded into

the Naga hills (amongst the Nagas and Chin
peoples) on the border with India and then
South East into Shan State itself and the
hills between Thailand, Laos and China.
Another branch of work was set up in the
West of the country towards the border
with what is now Bangladesh. Considerable
progress was made amongst the Khumi
Chin around the township of Paletwa and
on Ramree Island in the Bay of Bengal. In
the southern part of Burma BCMS was
asked to take up responsibility for a School
for Deaf Children (Mary Chapman School
for the Deaf).

With the Japanese invasion there was an
exodus of expatriate mission personnel
and the School for the Deaf moved North
towards the Chinese border. Whilst women
and children were often flown out, a number
of missionaries participated in what became
known as the Muddy Exodus over the hills
to India. The mission elephant Maggi, safely
delivered all personnel across the passes
into India before disappearing back into
the jungle. Burma suffered massive loss of
life and damage to infrastructure during the
longest campaign of the war and its quick

In God’s providence

the opportunity has

opened since 2004 for Crosslinks to co-ordinate
annual Schools of Biblical Training for church
leaders from all parts of Myanmar...
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Partnership

independence in 1948 and non-aligned
status meant that they did not benefit
from funds earmarked for reconstruction.
Our second General Secretary, Canon
AT Houghton, one of the early Burma
pioneers and grandfather of Tim Houghton,
currently on Crosslinks staff in England,
took up that role following the sinking
of his ship taking him back as Assistant
Bishop to Burma. The BCMS work was
resumed after the war, but always with
difficulty because of ongoing warfare and,
following the onset of military rule in 1962
the indications were that foreign missionary
presence was likely to end sooner rather
than later. This duly occurred in 1966
and the work was (as in China) left in the
hands of national Christians, with Tancy
McDonald co-ordinating the continuing
BCMS work in Burma.

Over the years links have been continued
sporadically through sponsoring of study
partners, translation work, support to Bible
Schools, conflict resolution, the Deaf School
etc. In God's providence the opportunity
has opened since 2004 for Crosslinks to
co-ordinate annual Schools of Biblical
Training for church leaders from all parts of
Myanmar, training them in the methods of
biblical exposition and encouraging them to
meet together in local preachers’ groups.

It is because of this enduring partnership
that Crosslinks has formed strong and
resilient bonds with the church in Myanmar.

And it is through these enduring bonds
that we are now able to respond to the
victims of the Cyclone that has ravished
Myanmar.

We have set up an Appeal to get aid to
those most affected by the Cyclone as
quick as possible (See web site or call
the office for more details), through
safe and secure channels. We have
also set up a link on our web site to
keep people up to date with what is
happening.

Please join with us in seeking to
pray and give for the victims of the
Myanmar Cyclone.

Contact the office for more
information.
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Serbia Team depart Ethiopia.

Sat 19th - 26th Fri 15th

Senior Camp Challenge Ethiopia
Thurs 31st Team returns
Challenge Team leaves Mon 25th

for Ethiopia Bank Holiday

Office closed

Please will you help us
to be more efficient
with mission resources?

We would like to be able to send written communications, prayer news and
updates to you by email. This would save postage costs and increase effective
communications. If you do not have an email address then we will certainly
continue to send information through the post. If however, you were willing
to receive communications by email please would you tell us by writing to
Belfast@crosslinks.org
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office,
7.30 pm

Wed 10th
Missionary Care
Fellowship with Andy
Lines, Lisbellaw Parish
Church, 10.30 am
Wed 24th
Missionary Evening
Knocknamuckley,
7.30 pm

Thurs 25th
Ambassador
Programme

St Marks Portadown,
Fergus Hall, 7.30 pm

Have a great summer!

CROSSLINKS God’'s Word to God's World
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[_] 1 would like more information @boUt ..........c.coovviveoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee
[ I have some skills and time and would like to talk about volunteering in the office.
[ ] Please change my address details (fill in the space above).

L] Please withdraw my name from the mailing list for Irishlinks.

I would love to give a one off giftof £/€............cccoii towards ..o

(Please make out cheques to Crosslinks (BCMS Crosslinks in the Republic). Unless otherwise stated your
gift will go toward where the need is the greatest)

I would love to give regularly to a Gospel ministry opportunity mentioned in Irish Links
(Please indicate below and then fill in the form overleaf)

[_] Cyclone Appeal [ ] camps

[_] Emmanuel Rubuye [_] Kenya Relief Fund
[_] Richard Reeve

[ ] Other oo,

I would love my gift to go further with Gift Aid (see overleaf)

Please return this form to:
Crosslinks, 3 Belgrave Road, Rathmines, Dublin 6 or
FREEPOST RLSG-ZLGT-ZHBR Crosslinks, 32 Montgomery Road, Belfast BT6 9HL

*Your information will be used for our contact purposes but will not be passed on to third parties without
your permission





