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Dear Friends,

As | write we have just come out of a really cold spell of weather.
Springtime is so welcome after the long winter months, isn‘t it?
| wonder if we sometimes get into a rut — or a cold spell in our
Christian lives as well? Our walk with God can be a struggle at
times, if we are honest. In our women’s Bible study at Kilhorne
we recently considered the story of the woman with the alabaster
jar and her encounter with Jesus. She was so full of love and
gratitude for the forgiveness of her sins that she lavished him
with expensive perfumes and wiped his feet with her hair. Are
we overwhelmed with love for Christ, as she was? Or do we feel
indifferent towards Him, despite His great love for us? If so we
need to return to the foot of the cross once more.

| do hope that this edition of Irishlinks will rekindle our love for
Jesus and for His work in our world. Read about many of our
mission partners and their most up to date news. Hear about
Crosslinks camps — from a parent’s perspective! Much food for
thought and prayer.

Enjoy!

Love and Prayers
(]

Clatre

Claire Press

Irishlinks Editor



Crosslinks
Ireland Update

Dear Friends,

It is time to update you on Crosslinks in Ireland following up on the meetings in Dublin
and Dollingstown in late 2008.

There are a number of things to say:

We are, as | write, in the throes of interviews for the post of an Ireland Team Leader.
This post will be based in Northern Ireland but will also respond to needs and invitations
in the Republic of Ireland. We are not currently looking at another salaried post in the
Republic. There has been a good number of interested people enquiring and applying. We
are keen to make this appointment as soon as possible, but we are equally determined
to make the right appointment.

We would be keen to reinforce the youth dimension once a Team Leader is in place,
but are much encouraged by the progress on the Junior and Senior camps this year
under volunteer leadership. Please pray for further leaders to come forward for these
vital ventures.

Rev Brian Blacoe is doing a terrific job visiting and responding to invitations in churches
and groups both in the North and the Republic.

Giles Rawlinson (Operations Director) and | are very keen to provide the support that
Crosslinks in Ireland needs and will be frequent visitors, but we are also in the early
stages of forming a new advisory group to help us respond in the best way to mission
initiatives in and from Ireland.

Please continue to pray for Pam Smyth, Val Ellis and Hazel Coulter (recovering from
surgery) as they provide the personal touch in the Belfast and Dublin offices.

AW Lines

Crosslinks Mission Director



The excitement in the village
was at fever pitch. The Healer
had come to town. Someone
had leaked details of where he
was staying, and sure enough a
crowd had gathered. Even at an
early hour they had come, some
staying out all night to get a
prime position in the queue.
Better to wait a few hours now
than to stay on the doctor’s
waiting list indefinitely. At least
there was a guaranteed cure at
the end of it!

Except the Healer had already slipped away
secretly. By mid-afternoon, news came that he
had been seen in the next village. Why was
this? Had they offended him? Weren't they
good enough for him? Didn’t he realise the
desperate needs of some of the people there?
Did he not care? Had he moved out of the
healing business altogether?

You couldn’t imagine Jesus treating people like
that, could you? Surely he would never turn
his back on the sick? In the Bible we meet the
real Jesus, not the Jesus we imagine him to
be, and the real Jesus often surprises us. We
find that Jesus did indeed move away from the
crowds clamouring for healing (Mark 1:36-38).
Peter tells him, “Everyone is looking for you”,
yet Jesus says, “Let us go somewhere else—to
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the nearby villages—so | can preach there also.
That is why | have come.”

Jesus’ apparent lack of care is anything but
that. He knows that despite the pressing
needs of people’s health and welfare, the real
need is for people to know God, to receive his
forgiveness and to enter His kingdom. He has
come to be the Rescuer, not merely a one-man
Health Service.

We see this shocking priority elsewhere in
Mark. Think of that Sunday School favourite,
the paralysed man lowered through the roof
(Mark 2:1-12). What is the first thing Jesus said
to the man? Not “get up and walk” as we
might expect, but “Son, your sins are forgiven!”
How insensitive that sounds to our ears — can’t
Jesus see the great need of the man? Does he
need training in pastoral sensitivity?

Of course not! Jesus, the Great Physician,
knows that the man'’s greatest need is to be
forgiven, rescued and reconciled to God. While
we care for those who are sick and needy, and
rejoice when health and healing comes, we
must realise that our greatest need is to have
our relationship with God healed; to be made
whole spiritually. That is true health and that
is the healing which is eternal. Moreover, that
is why Jesus has come.

“Son, yo



One more instance of this shocking priority is
in Mark 6:34-36. Jesus sees the large crowd
and their desperate need. Again, we might
imagine this need is simply to be fed; after all,
the crowd becomes hungry.

But Jesus shows compassion to them first by
teaching them — they are like sheep without a
shepherd. Despite Herod's posturing earlier in
this chapter, the people are actually leaderless
in terms of spiritual direction. In steps the Good
Shepherd, God himself, feeding and leading his
sheep as promised (see Ezekiel 34:10-16); once
he has finished teaching them, he then goes
on to give them food to eat.

Please do not misunderstand, the ministry
choice is not either/or — either physical needs
or spiritual needs being met; it is both/and. But
whenever we see these two aspects together,
the priorities are preaching ahead of health,
forgiveness ahead of healing, teaching ahead
of feeding. Indeed at the very end of Mark 6,
we see Jesus surrounded by people seeking
healing, with little apparent interest in his
message, and he graciously accommodates
them — but how much more might have been
theirs had they realised who it was in their
midst!

Our health is important to us; we like to get

ur sins are forgiven

Priority

“Jesus knows that despite the
pressing needs of people’s health
and welfare, the real need is for
people to know God, to receive
his forgiveness and to enter His
kingdom. He has come to be the
Rescuer, not merely a one-man
Health Service.”

better when ill and we like to maintain our
health when well. Should it not be the same
with our spiritual health and well-being before
God? Should we not have that concern for
others also? That is why Crosslinks identifies
evangelism and teaching/training as the vital
priorities at the heart of our endeavours.

It is for this reason, amongst others, that
Crosslinks (and BCMS) camps, as featured in
this issue, have been and continue to be more
than just a holiday for the kids. Above the fun
and friendships, the craziness and the activities
lie the priorities of evangelism and teaching: to
present young people with the saving gospel
of Jesus Christ and to teach about God's
agenda — his mission for his people and what
that means around the world.

ﬁ Rev. Bryan Kerr is Rector of
Lisbellaw, Co. Fermanagh, and a
Crosslinks General Council member.

III
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A young

veterinary
surgeon takes time out to
do deputation work for
Crosslinks. He's crazy about
camps!

Crosslinks ‘Ignition” summer camps are an
invaluable ministry to children, providing both
the gospel message for unchurched children
and also spiritual development for Christian
kids, with an ultimate aim of opening God's
word and teaching it faithfully to all, challenging
them to God’s mission as well. That is why |
have been travelling around Ireland over the
past few months, in both the North and South,
(with wife Laura and new baby Ella of course!)
and promoting both Junior and Senior camps in
a wide variety of Sunday church services.

Our aim in this work as Crosslinks
Ambassadors has been twofold; firstly to
explain the gospel and the need for it to be
brought worldwide (God's Word to God's
World!), and secondly to invite and encourage
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Our Work
in Ireland:
Crosslinks
lgnition
Camps

children from all over Ireland to come to
camps. We want as many children as possible
to sign up for this year's camps! So far there
has been a great response from a wide variety
of churches and application forms for camps
are already coming in.

If you are reading this and are between 8 and
18 years old or if you have children between
the ages of 8 to 18, | would like to invite you
or your children to attend these camps too.
The importance and value of a week of sound
Bible teaching cannot be underestimated. This
is made so clear when hearing the stories of
children who have gone on from camps with
enthusiasm for prayer, with a desire for Bible
study, and with an understanding of God's
wonderful message of salvation through his
Son, Jesus, and His death on the cross. Please
be praying that this year’s camps can be as
faithful, well-attended, and blessed by God as
has been the case so many times before.

Mike Morfeff

Crosslinks Camp Ambassador 09



CROSSLIMES

IGNITION

HEAD OUT ON THE HIGHWAY

Ignition Junior Camp 09

4-11th July
Kilbroney Centre, Rostrevor
8-11yrs old

Bible Teachers: Mike Morfett & Geoff Haugh

Ignition Senior Camp 09

25th July - 1st August
Greenhill YMCA, Newcastle
12-18 yrs old

Bible Teachers: Peter Bourke (Junior Stream) Tim Anderson
(Senior Stream) and Mark Smith (Leaders in Training)

Cost
£120 / €145 per camper

Family discount for families with more than one child
£220 / €240 for 2 children
£300 / €360 for 3 children
£370 / €450 for 4 children

Please contact Valerie Ellis at the Belfast Office for further information

- 3 —




In Focus:

Ignition Crosslinks Camps

Crosslinks camps have influenced the lives of
many young people. But what about those who
they leave behind - their faithful mums and
dads? We take a look at the impact Crosslinks’
camps have from their perspective.

How have your children been
involved in Crosslinks’ Camps?

Wells Family:
Over the past 10
years my children
have attended
Crosslinks’ camps
| every year.

Reid Family: Connor, my eldest has just had
his third year at camp. This year was his first
senior camp experience. Callum who is 10 has
been on two camps and Meghan who is 9 had
her first camp this year.

Haugh Family: In 2002, our daughters {Laura,
Judith, Rebekah and Melissa} were the first to
fall victim of the Crosslinks’ camp bug. They
didn’t show any signs of recovery, having
attended every year since. Karen and | began
leading in 2004 and can't seem to stop.

How has God used camps to
shape your children’s Christian
life?

Wells Family: My children have been greatly
influenced by the teaching at these camps. It
has greatly developed the way they see God
and how they view themselves. Camps have
definitely shaped who they are as people and
most certainly have set a firm foundation for
their faith.

ZEE  Reid Family: Crosslinks’
camps have helped our
children to develop
their own personal
independent relationship
with God. It is no longer
because mum and dad
go to church or tell
them to pray or read
their bibles. They are very much on their own
journey with God. It is very exciting as a parent
to see that happen.

Secondly, the bible teaching they receive at
camp really feeds and challenges them. Kids
are often sold short by people watering down



the bible because they think children won't be
able to understand or will get bored. My kids
were excited again by what the bible says and
I thank all those at the camps for showing that
the bible is exciting and relevant.

Haugh Family:
i God has had a truly
wonderful effect on
our daughters’ lives
through camps.
Laura is now a
camp leader, a Sunday school
teacher and also has spent time among the
Inuit people in the Arctic on short-term mission.
Judith is a trainee Sunday school teacher and
has recently returned from Serbia on short-
term mission. Rebekah is a trainee Sunday
school teacher. Melissa is a happy young
Christian, a magnet for others everywhere she
goes. We as parents have watched God mould
our daughters into strong active Christians and
Crosslinks” camps have played a major role in
this.

What do you think Ireland would
lose if camps didn’t happen?

Wells Family: If camps were taken from
Ireland it would not only be a great loss for
my children but for others as well.

Reid Family: Without these camps these
children will not be equipped to take ‘God’s
Word to God's World'".

Haugh Family: Ireland would loose a seedbed
in which God's Word is sown and nurtured
by Him to produce young Christians for His
service. Children become active Christians;
Sunday school teachers, youth leaders, camp
leaders, missionaries and ministers. Dare we
risk losing such a seedbed for God's workers?
| hope not.

What is it about Crosslinks’ camps
that make them ‘special’?

Wells Family: These camps have been a
huge part of what has made my children who
they are and has definitely made them more
confident as people. If they were not present
in their lives they would certainly not be as
strong in their faith.

Reid Family: The children are very much a
part of the whole camp experience. They are
participants in it and not just spectators. They
can have fun, and be accepted for who they
are. | feel that all their gifts are brought out
and celebrated. Even at the reunion | saw how
warmly all the children were welcomed and
everyone was so pleased to see each other. It
is wonderful for me to witness and they just
love it, and have so many good memories.

Haugh Family: Simply put, they work! When
collecting our own girls from senior camp we
were met by a young boy who previously
attended junior camp who proudly told us
that he had been saved. What more proof that
camps work!!!

My children have
been greatly
influenced by the
teaching at these
camps. It has greatly
developed the way
they see God and
how they view
themselves.
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Since the beginning of January
| have been privileged to act

in the temporary capacity of
Deputation Secretary.

I would like to thank Andy Lines and the Staff
in London but especially Val and Pam in the
Belfast Office as well as Hazel in Dublin for the
warmth of their welcome and encouragement
given to an ‘old lag’ like me, in assisting them
in their work.

Also | must thank Elizabeth, my wife, who
has undertaken to be my technical assistant
in the PowerPoint presentations and be my
travelling companion in the work. By the
time these notes are published we will have
travelled North, South, East and West to meet
in fellowship with Crosslinks family members
whose welcome has also been greatly
appreciated.

To date our ministry has been well received as
we have endeavoured to present the meaning
and challenge of Mission. The role of the
church is to come alongside others to meet
their needs of body, mind and spirit in the
name of Jesus and if required to employ the
‘know-how’ of Crosslinks in this primary task.
(Acts.1:8)
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Our Work
= 1in Ireland:

Churches

Crosslinks Partnership Strategy in mission is to
use us as members of the Church to engage
devotionally and practically in Prayer; sharing
and caring; giving and receiving as well as
supporting those suffering in different parts
of the world because of their faith in Christ.

On the home front my conviction is, that
despite the changes that have taken place over
the last few months the sovereign will of God is
being worked out through the Mission because
‘He worketh all things after the counsel of His
own will." (Ephesians 1:11)

In conclusion the bottom line is
- Christ needs you to mission for him.

- Church needs you to mission in Christ's
name.

- Crosslinks enables you to mission
effectively for Christ through the Church
and become the person Christ intends you
to be i.e. Christ is calling you to be a fisher
of men — a disciple who will follow Him
even unto the ends of the earth.

The Lord be with you.
Brian Blacoe
Crosslinks Deputation Secretary



Latest Crosslinks Mission News:

How God’'s Word Is
going to God's World?

Crosslinks exists to help God’s People engage in God'’s
Mission. Read on to discover how this is taking place and
how Crosslinks can help you get involved in God’s Mission.

To God Be The Glory!

Neil Watkinson is a new mission partner in
Singapore. He has recently helped Andy Lines
with a School of Biblical Training in Myanmar.
Neil is going to be coordinating Schools
of Biblical Training for the south-east Asia
region.

SMILE is Crosslinks' short-

term mission programme

for 18-30 year olds. In
January 09, three gap year teams went out
to the Gambia, to Uganda and the other
to Thailand. They will be overseas for four
months.

N
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NEXT is Crosslinks’ short-term
mission programme for those
aged 30plus. Lucy Sawyer
has just gone out for a three-
week placement to the Arise
Programme near Cape Town in
South Africa. This works with
vulnerable children and their
families.

Please contact Valerie Ellis for short and long term mission
opportunities available through Crosslinks.

BEST has been set
up to support the
training of local
church leaders
in many places
worldwide. BEST stands for ‘Bursaries Enabling
Strategic Training’. Nine new BEST students
were selected for support on courses starting
this academic year 2008-2009. These Study
Partners come from Ethiopia, Kenya and South
Africa and are studying a variety of courses to
equip them for future ministries in their local
churches and diocese. Some are engaged in
year-long courses to gain foundational learning
to help them serve where there is little biblical
education. Others are starting degrees, some
to help them establish training and ministry
support in a new diocese. Crosslinks supports
these individuals and provides funds to
institutions based in Egypt, India and Tanzania
enabling them to take on a further 20 plus
Bible students, mostly engaged in Bachelor of
Theology degrees.
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ntroducing the

Since coming to faith as children
they have always been interested
in world mission. That interest
eventually turned into involvement
as they served in various short-term
mission teams. This included a year
in North Africa for Robert and three
years for Sharon in evangelism and
training as Crosslinks Youth and
Children’s Worker in the Republic
of Ireland.

Robert is ordained in the Church

Are you looking to
engage in God’s Mission?
Crosslinks can  help
individuals and churches
set up an active mission
partnership with Robert
and Sharon Heaney.
Read on for further
information.

Robert is from Ballyvea (which, if you don’t
know, is near Annalong!) and Sharon is from
Whitehead. They met at a Shankill Parish
(Lurgan) Summer Scheme, will be married ten
years this summer, and have a three year old
son called Sam who was born in Oxford.
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of Ireland and has, most recently,
been doing research at Oxford University as
well as helping out in local ministry. Sharon
teaches Religious Studies part-time at Bloxham
School and looks after Sam. Her first book,
Contextual Theology for Latin America, was
published recently by Paternoster Press.

Over these past few years they have explored
different possibilities for ministry but have
always felt the Lord directing them back
to being involved in theological education
overseas. Consequently, God willing, they will
go to teach in St. John's University, Tanzania
(SJUT) in January 2010.




Heaneys

What is the Need in Tanzania?

The average age is 18 and life expectancy is 51.
Only 30% of the population is Christian with
four million belonging to the Anglican Church
of Tanzania. The need for articulate, able, and
theologically grounded Christian leaders who
can express their faith practically and contend
for the faith convincingly at national and
international levels is greater than ever.

The message of the Gospel transforms lives
and, in turn, can transform societies. SJUT has
been founded with such a transformative end
in sight but still needs theological educators for

its faculty of Theology and Religious Studies to
teach ordinands and lay Christians.

Why Robert and Sharon?

Robert and Sharon have done theological study
and research in London, Dublin, Belfast and
Oxford. They both have PhDs in theology and
are committed to using this training to train
others.

The former Crosslinks Study Partner Rev. Canon
Alfred Sebahene, now Dean of Theology, and
SJUT has invited them to join the School of
Theology and Religious Studies. They consider
Robert and Sharon to be equipped to deliver
current courses and develop future post-
graduate and research programs. Together
they share the vision of the Anglican Church of
Tanzania for a “...sustainable Church working
together effectively for the growth of God's
Kingdom through prayer, worship, preaching,
teaching, pastoral care and social services.”

If you are interested in joining the Heaney’s
partnership team in prayer and/or giving
please contact Valerie at the Crosslinks office,
Belfast

Robert and Sharon Heaney
Crosslinks Mission Partners

“...sustainable Church working together effectively
for the growth of God’s Kingdom through prayer,
worship, preaching, teaching, pastoral care and

social services.”
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Did you ever ask yourself
why we as human beings are
always trying to change our
outward appearance rather
than our inner person? Do we

succeed in getting acceptance
by changing our outward
appearance? No | don't think
we do. It might look like we do
for a while but then everything
falls apart again.

A beautiful winter day in Novi Sad

“A Change of Heart"

The state of our soul

| was watching Serbian news the other day and
the theme was European adaptation. One of
the Serbian ministers said that Serbia could
now apply to become a European candidate
and then the news continued with a European
Official who stated that Serbia is still far from
joining the EU. There is much to do and it is not
just about passing new laws. Another Serbian
official said that “it is not we who need to
enter the EU but rather the EU which needs
to enter Serbia.”

Isn't that how we Christians often behave? We
try to change the outward man, but Christ
wants to change our hearts. Jesus said in John
15:7 “If you remain in me, and my
words remain in you, ask whatever
you desire, and it will be done for
you.” Our walk is not so much about
doing as it is about remaining.

90% of what?

Serbia is a post communist country. During
the communist era 90% of the population
were professing atheists and as quick as the
communist rule faltered, today the same 90%
suddenly profess to be Orthodox Christians.
But did anything really change? No, sadly not,
because it is not about changing the outward
appearance but the inward person, the heart.
Corruption is not just as bad as it was during
the communist era but even worse with all the
crimes going on. The corruptness of man does
not change just because we try to change our
outward facade: we actually can’t change our
nature, but Christ can.

The bigger part

of Serbia is like a

spiritual wasteland
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Celebrating because they finally could buy a
small house for use as a Church building. This is
one of the Roma churches we have in our heart
to support in various ways...

East meets West

The small Serbian Evangelical body makes up
less than 0.1% of the Serbian population. That
makes Serbia one of the smallest protestant
countries in Europe and it is facing difficulties.
We just visited a Church yesterday where
somebody had written on the church wall
toward the street, “This is a Sect” This is how
evangelical Christians can be perceived. Only
the northern region has a tiny protestant/
evangelical tradition. The bigger part of Serbia
is like a spiritual wasteland. Before 1830 this
area was under Muslim occupation for 500
years and all of this has left traces. You can
clearly see how west meets east in Serbia.

“If you remain in me, and

my words remain in you, ask
whatever you desire, and it will
be done for you.”

Serbia: a mission challenge in
Europe!!

Project Timothy is a project that we as Crosslinks
mission partners are running in Serbia. The
purpose is to strengthen the Serbian Evangelical
church to bring hope and encouragement
and to bring materials and training courses
to support existing churches as well as new
church plants. As well as getting alongside
local believers, we offer various training courses
for leadership training and discipleship. One
course is about people learning to encourage
each other, another workshop is about learning
to listen effectively.

We have “The Marriage Course” in Serbian to
help strengthen marriages and we also have a
home group program and a workshop about
“asking questions for effective bible discussion”
amongst many other things. We are also
supporting the struggling Roma church that is
continually being persecuted and often pushed
outside the margins. The Roma communities
are the poorest in Serbia, but here the Gospel
of Christ is spreading from village to village,
new churches are opening everywhere, and
it's so encouraging to see how the Gospel is
changing peoples lives and hearts. You could
be part of this through prayer and support.

Yours in Christ Jesus our Saviour

Chris & Lotta Strajnic
Crosslinks Mission Partners in Serbia

Crosslinks are pleased to announce the up and coming visit of
Chris and Lotta Strajnic
When: Thursday 7th May — Monday 18th May 2009

If you are interested in Serbia and the gospel work Chris and Lotta are
involved in, please contact Valerie Ellis at the Belfast Office
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South-East Asia
Mission Focus

Be encouraged as you read
how Crosslinks’ Schools of
Biblical Training are growing
more workers for the harvest
field.

In January | had the privilege of visiting
South East Asia. Observing a Smile team
working to run a children’s programme and
serving Christ Church Bangkok, | also heard
how the Lord has used the tragic aftermath
of the Sichuan earthquake to give Chinese
Christians the opportunity to serve in some
almost unreached areas. They do this together
with both unregistered house churches and
the official Three Self churches. | heard of
developing relationships between Chinese and
expatriate Christians and the female prostitutes
of a certain Chinese city. | learned of a Tibetan
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Lama (a recognised Buddhist teacher or guru)
who has become a Christian and written a
book that challenges Tibetan Buddhism and
points to Christ. | also heard of the sadness
and joys of those who have been forced to
leave Xinjiang Province having built relations
and learned languages.

In addition | was part of a team of four visiting
Myanmar and the Anglican Church there, the
Church of the Province of Myanmar (CPM). This
was not the first such visit to carry out a School
of Biblical Training (SBT); equipping believers
from all around the country in the basics of Bible
interpretation. Previous ones had taken place in
2004-2007 both within the country and also
amongst refugee communities. In late 2007
however there was an uprising led by Buddhist
monks against the military regime and the
result of this was the cancellation of the 2008



programme. This could easily have resulted in
a loss of momentum in the programme and
even more so following Cyclone Nargis in May
2008, killing an estimated 125,000 people in
the delta region. Crosslinks was able to serve in
a small way sending help to the area through
reliable local contacts.

Despite all this Archbishop Stephen Than Myint
Oo invited Crosslinks to send another team to
Myanmar to lead a SBT in the capital Yangon.
By the end of the week some 90 people from
all over the country had studied Mark’s Gospel
or Deuteronomy. A further group were taught
in Mandalay the following week. There were a
number of particular encouragements this year
that | would like to recount:

Archbishop Stephen is fresh and relatively
young. On a number of occasions he
acknowledged publicly that there are a lot of
different groups coming to Myanmar to offer
training but that Crosslinks was a group that
could really be trusted. This backs up what he
said at his installation as Archbishop when he
stated that he wanted to see the Bible at the
centre of his ministry and that of the Province.
Potentially he could have another 15 years of
leading the Province and he has requested
help in training 2-3 key Bible people in each
Diocese as well as the possibility of 2 SBTs per
annum.

This year instead of the presence of Crosslinks’
President Chris Wright, Langham Partnership

sponsored Paul Barker from Melbourne
Australia. He has committed himself to future
trips as well.

Neil Watkinson had previously formed part
of the SBT teams but this time was new as
a mission partner, based in Singapore and
working part-time with St George’s Church
there. Half of his ministry time is however given
to developing SBTs in the Eastern Asian region
and there is plenty of scope for his work in
Myanmar.

Bishop Philip Aung Khin Thein was appointed
to the key role of leading the Provincial Mission
and Evangelism Department, and the co-
ordination of the SBTs. He is a great man of
God and we had been praying for someone
like him to be in this position.

On the Saturday after the SBT Archbishop
Stephen asked for a day of Bible teaching for
all the Provincial and Yangon Diocesan staff,
from drivers to secretaries and local clergy.
What a privilege to teach them how the Bible
fits together!

Canon Andy Lines,
Crosslinks Mission Director
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News & Prayer
Requests from

our Co-Workers in
Gospel Ministry

Matt in East Asia

“I am thankful for the openings provided by
Christmas time, parties etc. to share Christ
with various people who are interested.
Also, that my financial needs are being met.
I am due back for more language study from
Feb 2nd — it's hard work but progress is
being made. Please pray for the teachers at
the language course — that they will focus on
what is likely to help students in their work”

Johanne in the Sahara

"Please continue to remember me in the
Sahara especially during these last few
months before | have six months Mission
Education in Ireland. This will be a time of
change and transition for me as | prepare

for the time in Northern Ireland visiting local
churches and catching up with friends. While
I am looking forward to coming home, it will
be with some sadness that | will say goodbye
to all my local friends. Relationships with
these local families now run very deep

and there have been more and more
opportunities to share about my faith”

Richard, Bianca,
Myles, Anabel
and Oscar
Reeve in
Mozambique
“March to
September are the most intensive months
for the work we undertake with the One
Challenge (0.C.) team, to which Crosslinks
seconds us. The oppressively hot period,
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during November until March, is mostly
local ministry, in Maputo, but now we

are travelling throughout Mozambique, to
the provinces, teaching pastors who get
relatively little input. Various church groups
(interdenominational) come together for
seminars and workshops in conferences,
which we provide. Typically, my colleagues
teach on themes such as servant leadership,
the challenge of the ‘prosperity gospel’
(which is very influential in much of sub-
saharan Africa), morality and Christian
marriage, and the attributes of God. | have
been preparing seminars on gospel and
culture and community (participational) bible
studies. We very much hope we will pitch
our teaching just right for those who will
participate and then take the material to their
own congregations”

[\ Karen Salmon in
Ethiopia

“Aregawi and
Gebregiorgis, our
Orthodox Church interns,
have been putting their
new knowledge into
practice by teaching
classes at the youth
centre. The big challenge for June and July

is for them to develop and implement their
own programmes in the churches. Aregawi
works with 7 churches and Gebregiorgis is
based at the diocese, but will help Aregawi
with HIV/AIDS Awareness courses in 2 of
these seven local churches. Please pray for
them as they set things up. Also, they will
run major outreach programmes in two other
churches too.

We are expecting a team from Bournemouth
in July to run a holiday Bible club and sports/
faith club at two orphan projects in the
town. Pray for open hearts and good health
for this small team”



Join Asia

“| returned to my city in Asia just in time

to celebrate New Year after a great home
assignment back in the UK last year. My visit
to NI was especially enjoyable - thanks for all
the encouragements and prayers. | am now
just about settled into my new flat and the
teaching term has begun again after the local
New Year festival. | am teaching again at

the university and at first the classes had 50
first year undergraduate students per class!
Fortunately after the first week | was allowed
to split the class in half to make teaching oral
English more of a possibility! My work with
women involved in prostitution continues-
progress is slow. It is easy to get to talk to
the women and make friends with them, but
it is hard for them to change the direction of
their lives. This term the team and | are going
to be visiting the women in their brothels
two afternoons a week and the other 4
afternoons we will be praying for them in the
flat we have rented as an activity centre. We
hope that they will drop by and join us and
experience God’s Work in their lives.”

Chris, Lizzy &
Shona Brown
We are currently
studying at Belfast
Bible College in

preparation for

service as Crosslinks Mission

Partners when Chris finishes his course in
September. Our hopes and plans for the
future are to serve the Lord in Italy, which is
Lizzie's homeland. We are currently thinking
and praying through what we might do
there, ahead of our Crosslinks selection
conference in April. We would value your
prayers for the Lord’s guidance and wisdom
about this. We are thinking of focusing upon
evangelism among students. However, there
are huge needs for people to be sharing

God's Word across Italian society, as many
people today simply have no understanding
of the gospel. It is a challenging place to
labour for the Kingdom, and has even been
dubbed, “the graveyard of missionaries”
because of the exceptionally high drop out
rate among expatriate gospel workers. We
therefore warmly welcome the prayers

of Crosslinks supporters in Ireland as we
prepare, which reminds us how dependent
we are upon the Lord’s empowering.

Emmanuel
Rubuye

“For over eighteen
months | have been in
Northern Ireland for
biblical study and church mission at Belfast
Bible College. My course will soon be
coming to an end in the last week of June
2009. | hope to be awarded a diploma in
Biblical study and church mission. In addition
to my studies | have been doing some church
work in Knockbreda Church of Ireland as well
as other churches. After studies I'm looking
forward to going back to Tanzania to work
with the church - probably as a youth and
children’s worker. Please pray for my wife
and little daughter Gaby — they have just
come back from studies in Uganda.”

Jonathan,
Jessica, Jean-
Paul and Nathan
Heeb in Finland.
“I am going to start

teaching again at Ryttyla
Bible College. We have to move house in the
summer. Please pray for God's provision and
peace as they look for new accommodation.
Pray for the ongoing one-to-one student
work with the international students from
the International Evangelical Church (IEC) in
Helsinki.”
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What's On
April - June

We're passionate about
God'’s agenda for His
world, to bring salvation
to the ends of the earth.
We have organised
some Crosslinks Events
to keep you informed
and involved in God's
Mission.

I,:f’;‘:‘.‘, Annual Meeting
N of Members

crossLinks Crosslinks Ireland

We are planning to hold two
meetings during the fourth week
in September —

one in Northern Ireland and

one in the Republic of Ireland

Further Information in
Next Edition of Irishlinks.

Tues 14th:
Northern Ireland Serbian Christian Network

7.30pm
Crosslinks Office, Belfast

Mon 20th:

Ambassador Program
7.30pm

Cathedral Halls, Enniskillen

Evangelical Fellowship of Irish Clergy

8pm

Speaker: Dr. Peter Jensen, Archbishop of Sydney
St Saviour’s Dollingstown

Fri 24th:

Missionary Care Fellowship
(Down & Connor Area)
10.30am

Speaker: Andy Lines

Knockbreda Parish Hall,
Purdys Lane, Belfast

Missionary Care Fellowship

(Mid-Ulster Area)

8pm

Speaker: Canon Andy Lines, Mission Director
('Link Up With Crosslinks’)

Tullylish Hall




Mon 11th:
Ambassador Program
7.30pm

Balteagh Rectory, 115 Drumsurn Road,
Limavady

Crosslinks Dublin Open House
8pm
Speakers: Chris and Lotta Strajnic, Serbia

Overseas House, 3 Belgrave Road,
Rathmines, Dublin 6

Tues 12th:

Northern Ireland Serbian Christian Network
7.30pm

Crosslinks Office, Belfast

Sat 16th:

Missionary Care Fellowship

(Clogher Area)

Speakers: Chris & Lotta Strajnic, Serbia
12.30pm

Saddlers Restaurant, Enniskillen

Sat 23rd:

Northwest Link Up Rally
7.30pm

Killowen Parish Hall, Coleraine

June

Mon 8th:

Crosslinks Dublin Prayer Meeting
8pm

Sandymount, Dublin 4

(Contact Dr Janet Craven:
00 353 1 2194595)

Tues 9th:

Northern Ireland Serbian Christian Network
7.30pm

Crosslinks Office, Belfast

Thurs 11th:

Ambassador Program

(Mid Ulster Area)

7.30pm

St Mark’s Fergus Hall, Portadown

Fri 12th:
Northwest Annual Dinner & Fellowship Evening
7.30pm

Drummond Hotel, Ballykelly
(For bookings contact Belfast Office)

Mon 22nd:

Ambassador Program

(Down and Connor Area)

7.30pm

St Patrick’s Parish Hall, Newtownards Rd, Belfast

Please contact Valerie Ellis for further information
on up and coming Crosslinks Events




Ministry Needs

& Opportunities

“| always pray with joy because of your partnership in the Gospel . . . “
Philippians.1:4-5

Specific ways in which you can
partner with Crosslinks Ireland

Camp Leaders:

Crosslinks are looking for mature godly
leaders for Ignition Junior Camp 09.
4-11th July, Kiloroney Centre, Rostrevor.

Crosslinks Camps are an invaluable
part of our ministry in Ireland. We try
and keep costs as low as possible for
campers and leaders. As such, camp
runs at a deficit. Would you consider
supporting this vital gospel ministry
financially? It is a wonderful opportunity
to be involved in raising up the next
generation of workers for the harvest
field.

Office Volunteers:

We are always looking for people to
help around the office, particularly for
our mailings during the year and during
camp season.

Prayer:

Please continue to pray for the ongoing
work of Crosslinks in Ireland and our
co-workers in gospel ministry around the
world.

Schools of Biblical Training:
Opportunities available to sponsor a
School of Biblical Training in Nigeria,
August 09; Refugee Camp in Thailand,
September 09 and Myanmar, 2010.

Schools of Biblical Training:

Openings for biblical expositors to

use their bible handling skills and gifts
within a School of Biblical Training Team.
Training Available.

Mission Partners:

The Strajnics and Heaneys need
individual and churches to support them
through prayer and regular financial

giving.

[RGerastacl?: Please compete the form on page 23 and return
to the Crosslinks Office, Belfast. Alternatively, call us on

02890 796028 or email belfast@crosslinks.org
22






